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1 “T am truly free only when all human beings, men and women, are equally free.

The freedom of others, far from negating or limiting my freedom, is, on the contrary, its

necessary premise and confirmation.” —Mikhail Bakunin
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2 This seeming paradox didn’ t trouble the framers of the US Constitution because
the minority whose rights they were chiefly concerned with protecting was the class of
property owners—who already had plenty of leverage on state institutions. As James
Madison said in 1787, “Our government ought to secure the permanent interests of the
country against innovation. Landholders ought to have a share in the government, to
support these invaluable interests, and to balance and check the other. They ought to be

so constituted as to protect the minority of the opulent against the majority.”

9



BRAIMRT:

FERL R R bR, AT EER T MIBEE
— A2 R BUR I EAFHE A HE R AR S . G 5240 TN 2R A B v
ARABERE; @2, WGk Kootz AR 1A fEd i g8 m NSRS
o REREZ QWA T Z—H A,

FESL b, ot AL A 20U SR ) B 2 i S B A, Lo AE R T 5
PESA D RAUR] . 55 P2 RTE 148 S AR R TN A1 457 ok SO 1 e
FANEN . S 5EGAM AR — N E PR

FEAT AT DATEFE S (1) 5% 37 Hh i 2 3 A A DX F) 0 S AE 2 SRR N
ZIAIAEIH SR Z 8] A BT 2 — A imiEn 2 m, AR
T3, MHILZT, oikos, BIFEE, & PEREM, B G H5H0
ZEJo b X REUATEE 2 Ay IR, BAEBRAREA . 7EXFh 5
o, oikos AU TONZERFBUAIR AL IR —b), (HANRH T 24 2R Ay
FTERGR, HMEBTAZ S,

XL RS RAIIRAFAE . “BUR” ( “BREESS" ) M B (B
EHL ) XWAECR ETIIR, WA (“REEE ) M CERT (‘K
JERFSE” ) WISk BT oikos,

R EAIR DA B 2R AR . RBE A SR N Z M AAEBUE B X
B, MEREE (PATCIERITGESY B 4e ks A i R & 23] SR
Bl FR B (anzE REHRR SR —HL BB G ), —UIER T Be i HERR 7RI

3 In this context, arguing that “the personal is political” constitutes a feminist

rejection of the dichotomy between oikos and polis. But if this argument is understood
to mean that the personal, too, should be subject to democratic decision-making, it only
extends the logic of government into additional aspects of life. The real alternative is to

affirm multiple sites of power, arguing that legitimacy should not be confined to any one
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space, so decisions made in the household are not subordinated to those made in the sites

of formal politics.
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4 This is a fundamental paradox of democratic governments: established by a crime,
they sanctify law—Tlegitimizing a new ruling order as the fulfillment and continuation of

a revolt.

> “Obedience to the law is true liberty,” reads one memorial to the soldiers who

suppressed Shay’ s Rebellion.
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6 Just as the “libertarian” capitalist suspects that the activities of even the most
democratic government interfere with the pure functioning of the free market, the parti-
san of pure democracy can be sure that as long as there are economic inequalities, the
wealthy will always wield disproportionate influence over even the most carefully con-
structed democratic process. Yet government and economy are inseparable. The market
relies upon the state to enforce property rights, while at bottom, democracy is a means
of transferring, amalgamating, and investing political power: it is a market for agency

itself.
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" The objection that the democracies that govern the world today aren’ t realdemoc-

racies is a variant of the classic “No true Scotsman” fallacy. If, upon investigation, it
turns out that not a single existing democracy lives up to what you mean by the word,
you might need a different expression for what you are trying to describe. This is like
communists who, confronted with all the repressive communist regimes of the 20th cen-
tury, protest that not a single one of them was properly communist. When an idea is so
difficult to implement that millions of people equipped with a considerable portion of the
resources of humanity and doing their best across a period of centuries can’ t produce
a single working model, it’ s time to go back to the drawing board. Give anarchists a
tenth of the opportunities Marxists and democrats have had, and then we may speak

about whether anarchy works!

20



— - ORIRITE, (RFREHERD

BIATATRBNFANT SO FE K Pr FH5 2 R SE BN, A TR
FA55 T B RS R ARG BEE 1 &l IS A DGR E BLEUN
U A5 2, R MBUFIA A AT AR — AR o IREAN . B
56 BRL, HERBUFIE, HENWEAREMd R FGE, #n] A
AN . XA, BUFA S—— 2/ R Hh— L AR —— AR
MELATAE b 2o HIRRT R R EYSEE LRI R 75

HIEE B FATRE R E KON, AT A BUR AR 2L A0 77 50k
BUEWER AS SRK, PARME2 &S 50 —RRE, T ARAER
Ko IXEEHUE —IHIE AT BESTWIANG . (HBEE VU A RIS 3G, X
SELE AP RBOIOBCR A . AR A 58 i AT SR A —— %A kratos
— BUR MR RN 2 AT B U S A . SR
TORBUM M ARE KB I0H 2L

RELTP JEFERR L - Ak (Murray Bookchin) R H H S H A 32 (A
NEZGEA BRI R FR R . AR, 7R H hEE
BE, A HIREAA SRR B AR 2 T et AL SRl 2 4K
PO R E o ABITRFE T I ks e iz A, IV An@ i ar —4
A PABRONBUR R . — HaXHe— NIz AE,  RIMEZS 5 Ryhindl
FHRW, A AT BAG LR ). IR EAERCA E KR L T R B
ORI NAR AT HE 2 AT — [ ZK i 5 4

8 Without formal institutions, democratic organizations often enforce decisions by

delegitimizing actions initiated outside their structures and encouraging the use of force
against them. Hence the classic scene in which protest marshals attack demonstrators
for doing something that wasn’ t agreed upon in advance via a centralized democratic

process.
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? In theory, categories that are defined by exclusion, like citizenship, break down
when we expand them to include the whole world. But if we wish to break them down,
why not reject them outright, rather than promising to do so while further legitimizing
them? When we use the word citizenship to describe something desirable, that can’ t

help but reinforce the legitimacy of that institution as it exists today.
10 In fact, the English word “police” is derived from polis by way of the ancient

Greek word for citizen.
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11 See Kant’ s argument that a republic is “violence with freedom and law,” whereas
anarchy is “freedom and law without violence” —so the law becomes a mere recommen-

dation that cannot be enforced.
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12 This far, at least, we can agree with Booker T. Washington when he said, “The
Reconstruction experiment in racial democracy failed because it began at the wrong
end, emphasizing political means and civil rights acts rather than economic means and

self-determination.”
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13 At the end of May 1968, the announcement of snap elections broke the wave
of wildcat strikes and occupations that had swept across France; the spectacle of the
majority of French citizens voting for President de Gaulle’ s party was enough to dispel
all hope of revolution. This illustrates how elections serve as a pageantry that represents

citizens to each other as willing participants in the prevailing order.
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4" As economic crises intensify alongside widespread disillusionment with representa-
tional politics, we see governments offering more direct participation in decision-making
to pacify the public. Just as the dictatorships in Greece, Spain, and Chile were forced
to transition into democratic governments to neutralize protest movements, the state is
opening up new roles for those who might otherwise lead the opposition to it. If we are
directly responsible for making the political system work, we will blame ourselves when
it fails—mnot the format itself. This explains the new experiments with “participatory”
budgets from P[Elrto Alegre to Pozna1i. In practice, the participants rarely have any
leverage on town officials; at most, they can act as consultants, or vote on a measly 0.1%
of city funds. The real purpose of participatory budgeting is to redirect popular attention

from the failures of government to the project of making it more democratic.
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15 “Autonomy” is derived from the ancient Greek prefix auto-, self, and nomos, law
—giving oneself one’ s own law. This suggests an understanding of personal freedom in
which one aspect of the self—say, the superego—permanently controls the others and
dictates all behavior. Kant defined autonomy as self-legislation, in which the individual
compels himself to comply with the universal laws of objective morality rather than
acting according his desires. By contrast, an anarchist might counter that we owe our
freedom to the spontaneous interplay of myriad forces within us, not to our capacity to
force a single order upon ourselves. Which of those conceptions of freedom we embrace
will have repercussions on everything from how we picture freedom on a planetary scale

to how we understand the movements of subatomic particles.
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16 Many of the decisions that gave Occupy Oakland a greater impact than other

Occupy encampments, including the refusal to negotiate with the city government and
the militant reaction to the first eviction, were the result of autonomous initiatives, not
consensus process. Meanwhile, some occupiers interpreted consensus process as a sort
of decentralized legal framework in which any action undertaken by any participant in
the occupation should require the consent of every other participant. As one participant
recalls, “One of the first times the police tried to enter the camp at Occupy Oakland, they
were immediately surrounded and shouted at by a group of about twenty people. Some
other people weren’ t happy about this. The most vocal of these pacifists placed himself
in front of those confronting the police, crossed his forearms in the X that symbolizes
strong disagreement in the sign language of consensus process, and said ‘You can’ t do
this! T block you!” For him, consensus was a tool of horizontal control, giving everyone

the right to suppress whichever of others’ actions they found disagreeable.”
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17 Witness the Mexican autodefensas who set out to defend themselves against the
cartels that are functionally identical with the government in some parts of Mexico, only

to end up in gang warfare against each other.
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